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LATEST MAIL DATES. 
Sept. 13 | Hankow 
‘Hongk is | Nagano 
fongkon; a 
Tientain 2 Fouchow . 

Shanghs mail advices of 7thSeptember were 
received in London on the 22nd inst. 


Oct. 



















BIRTHS. 

At Chefoo, on the 13th instant, the wife of 
Anraur Suapes, of the ILM. Customs, of a 
on, 

‘At Hankow, on the 1ith instant, the wife 
of E. H. Oxtzy, of a son. 

At Newchwang, on the 17th October, the 
wife of L. vax DER StzcEN, LM.C., of a son, 

‘At Kiukiang, on the 18th October, the wife 
of the Rev. Jous R. Hyxes, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission, of a son, 


DEATH. 
At Brooklands, Bubbling Well Road, on 
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‘Tue news from Japan which we publish 


to-day does not come on us as a sur- 
rise ; it has been evident for some 
ittle time that a crisis was impending 
in the Japanese Cabinet. During the 
last three or four years the greatest 
efforts have been made by the Japanese 
Government and its organs to induce 
the world to believe that the whole of 
Japan was burning to have the country’s 
treaties with foreign powers revised. 
Smarting under the ignominy of being 
bound by treaties foreed upon them in 
the days of their ignorance, the Japanese 
had become enlightened, civilised and 
even, if we may used the word, westernis- 
ed, and they were determined, having 
made themselves the equals of western 

wers, to have that equality recognised. 





7 | ‘They had accepted western costume and 
| western inventions, they were going to 


have a parliament like the westerns, 
they had an army and a navy like any 
western power, and they were framing 
their laws in codes of western design. 
It was infamous that they should still 
be bound down to a tariff which was 
forced upon them, and under which 
they were growing richer than they had 
ever been before, and to a system of 
extraterritoriality which kept them on 
a political level with Turks and Chinese. 
A great part of this reasoning was 
accepted by foreigners, who were in- 
duced by its frequent iteration to 
believe that the desire for Treaty Re- 
vision was universal in the country; 
and the representatives of all the Powers 
met day after day in conference with 
the Japanese Ministers to discuss and 
prepare the new treaties. ‘The project 
fell through two years ago, and Count 
Inouye, who was the leader of those 
who were working at the revision, fell 
from power at the same time. This 
year the task has been taken up by 
Count Okuma, but instead of attemptin, 
to get all the foreign powers to worl 
together, he has adopted the motto 
divide et impera and has taken them 





the 20th instant,’ Wittiat Bessicke Loas, 
in his 41st year. 





suaded to sign the required treaty, the 
United States which is apt to be light- 
hearted in its dealings with oriental 
powers followed, and then Bismarck 
saw, as he thought, a chance of cutting 
out England by giving way, and was 
the first European power to sign, Russia 
following his lead. England and France 
who take a more serious view of the 
matter as their interests are larger, 
have required more time to make up 
their minds, and they are still nego- 
tiating. Their ministers in Tokio being 
better advised than some of their 
colleagues, have probably told their 
respective Foreign Offices, that the de- 
mand for Treaty Revision in Japan is 
not so unanimous as it has been re- 
presented to be. 

That it is by no means unanimous is 
now perfectly evident. The statesmen 
of Japan know perfectly well that the 
concessions they are to get from foreign 
powers must be balanced by equivalent 
advantages and guarantees ; the people 
want the concessions, but they do not 
want to throw the country open to in- 
discriminate foreign competition, and 
their pride is hurt at the guarantees 
demanded, the chief of them being the 
appointment of foreign judges to the 
Japanese bench. How necessary this is, 
is shewn, we may remark parentheti- 
caily, by a case lately tried at Kobe, a 
petition in reference to which appears 
in another column. An endeavour has 
been made to twist the new Constitu- 
tion to make it prohibit the appoint- 
ment of foreigners to the bench; and 
this it has been proposed to get over by 
naturalising the foreign judges. The 
newspapers have been instructed to 
point out that this naturalisation wili 
not really mean anything; the new 
judges are just to be naturalised for 
the occasion, and are to be free to 
return to their original allegiance direct- 
ly Japan has done with them. We 
can imagine what class of lawyers Japan 
will secure, if they are to become Japan- 
ese for the sake of the salary and posi- 
tion, and throw off their own country 


during the engagement, resuming it 
when their contract has expired. ‘This 
concession, however, has not quieted 


the opposition to revision, which, not- 
withstanding the protest of the govern- 
mentorgans, hasevidently extended tothe 
Cabinet, which has been for some time 
in a state of division. First we were 
told that Count Inouye was going to 
throw up his portfolio and take the 


one by one. Mexico was easily per-| management of a new bank: then we 
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had the resignation of Count Ito which, 
we are expected to believe, had nothing 
to do with treaty revision, but was due 
to his disgust at the divisions and con- 
sequent weakness in the Cabinet ; then 
we had the murderous attack on Count 
Okuma, on whom an uttempt had been 
made by some of the Séshi a day or two 
before, and who has been in the habit 
lately’ of carrying a sword-stick and 
being always attended by four plain- 
clothes policemen ; and this has been 
followed by the resignation of Count 
Tnouye, and now of the whole Ministry. 
‘The vernacular papers during the last 
few days have been full of advice to the 
Cabinet to take this step, and allow 
Count Ito or Count Yamagata to con- 
struct a new and homogeneous Ministry ; 
and it is quite possible that Counts 
Ito and Inouye have brought about the 
crisis in order to resume the chief 
power themselves; but there are who 
say that the popular discontent goes 
much deeper than treaty revision ; that 
it reaches the whole constitution, 
and that a revolution on a large scale 
is by no means impossible. Meanwhile 
it must not be forgotten that none of 
the new treaties have been yet ratified. 
Although the Japanese have been made 
to give up wearing swords, the samurai 
spirit is evidently not dead, and the 
assassination of obnoxious Ministers is 
still an_ acceptable argument in Japan. 
It would seem that if there is so much 
opposition to treaty revision on the 
proposed lines, the best plan would be to 
submit the question to the represent- 
ative Diet that is to assemble next year. 
As we write a private note from Yuko- 
lama comes to hand from an old 
resident who is well-informed, and we 
cannot do better than conclude with 
an extract from it:—The completion 
of Treaty Revision seems as far off as 
ever, with the dissensions amongst the 
Ministers. As to the people generally, 
they don’t care a bit one way or the 
other.” 








Summary of Hews. 


Tho English mail of 13th September 
arrived here on the 19th instant, by the 
P. & 0, Co.'s str. Malia, 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the M.M. Co.'s tr. Natal. 

a 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
(BY EASTERN EXTENSION A. AND C. TEL, CO.] 
(rHROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY.) 





IMPERIAL VISITINGS. 
London, 18th October. 
The Emperor and Empress of Germany 
have started on a visit to the King of 
Italy and thence to Athens, the Czar of 
Russia retuming to St. Petersburg. 
THE ABSORPTION OF AFRICA. 
The British South African Company 
has been incorporated by Royal charter 
to exploit the region between Bechuana- 


Portuguese territory and the Crown is 
to retain the right to take it over after 
twenty-five years. 


NEWS OLD AND NEW. 
London, 20th October. 
‘The King of Portugal is dead. ‘The 
Duke of Braganza has been proclaimed 
King, under the title of Carlos the 
First, 


SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE NORTH-CHINA 
DAILY NEWS. 
(PROM OUR OWS CORRESPONDENT. ) 
POLITICAL OUTRAGE IN JAPAN. 
Yokohama, 19th October. 
An attempt was made yesterday 
afternoon to murder Count Okuma, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, by throwing 
a dynamite bomb, the assassin com- 
mitting suicide on the spot. Count 
Okuma, though seriously injured, is 
expected to recover. 


THE CRISIS IN JAPAN. 
Yokohama, 24th Oct., 1889. 

Count Inouye, Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce, having given 
up his portfolio, aud Count Ito having 
refused to withdraw his resignation, the 
Ministry has resigned. Affairs at present 
are very unsettled. 

{Counts Inouye and Ito were, it will be 
remembered, the leaders of the revolution 
that destroyed the power of the Shogoon 


and replaced the Emperor on the temporal 
as well as the spiritual throne.—Ep.] 





By Hey despatch to Senhor J. M. 
T. Valdez, Consul-General for Portu- 
gal :— 
DEATH OF THE KING OF 
PORTUGAL. 
Lisbon, 19th October, 1889. 

His Majesty Dom Luis I died at 11 
am. to-day. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE TRISH LAND. 

QUESTION. 
London, 2nd October. 

‘Mr. Chamberlain in a speech said that 
the Government intends to deal in a final 
manner with the Irish land question next 
session, 

RUSSIA AND GERMANY, 

The Czar visits Berlin on the 10th inst. 
for two days. Monsieur de Giers will not 
accompany him, 

NEW RUSSIAN CONVERSION LOAN. 
4th October. 

A new conversion loan for 600 millions 
of roubles will be issued in December.— 
Singapore papers. 

THE FRENCH ELECTIONS. 
Paris, 7th October. 

The second ballots, which took place on 
Sunday, resulted as follows :— 

Republicans 
Opponents .. 

At Paris, of the thirty-six seats, fourteen 
were secured by the Opposition, among 
whom is M. Alfred Naquet. 

Among the notable candidates not elected 
are M. Henri Rochefort, M. Andrieux, 
and M. de la Porte, formerly Under Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies. 

Among the notable candidates elected 
at this ballot are MM. Constans, Minister 

















sand and the Transvaal which is 


of the Interior ; Yves Guyot, Minister of 





Public Works; Floquet, Edouard Lockroy, 
‘Clémenceau, and Raynal. 

‘The Chamber of Deputies will be divided 
as follows 


Republicans 
Conservat 
Boulangists 














Total 





575 
Admiral Vallon was elected deputy for 
Senegal. 
The result of the election at Saigon was:— 


Le Myre de Vilers (elected) 
Ternisien 








GENERAL BOULANGER, 

Paris, 8th October. 
General Boulanger has decided upon 
Jersey as his residence. He has arrived 
in the island, where he will in future live. 

PRINCE ALEXANDER OF BATTENBERG 
ASD THE CZAR. 

11th October, 
The Czar of Russia has arrived in Berlin, 
The European newspapers comment on the 
sudden departure on that cccasion of Prince 
Alexander of Bulgaria for Munich.—Hevas. 











ReapIsas For TRE WEEK. 
(Thermometers in the open air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 





1889, 
Fahr. Thermometer. 












Rainfall 
Max. in inches, 
Oct. 68°.0 
” 72.8 
# 837.0 
i 56.4 
pay 55°.5 
” 5e.0 
2 58°18 
Rainfall 
Max. in inches, 
Oct. 78.0... 0.96 
a T0, 
a 69°.5, 
” b 
Hy 66°.5 
” 68°. 
% 7020 2 0.60 


The Sicawei report at 10 am. on Friday 
(18th) read as follows :—Yesterday morning 
the barometer had already reached about 
the average and the storm was ended, The 
barometer at Manila as well as at Amoy is 
regular at normal height. At Foochow asat 
Shanghai it is moving irregularly at about 
29.92, Overcast and rainy weather prevails 
along the coast with moderate winds from 
S.E.toN.E. Therearenosigns yet of change 
in the weather.—On Saturday morning it 
read as follows: Since yesterday morning, 
the barometer has risen slightly ‘at Sicawel, 
but it still remains 0.12 C above the 
average. It was falling slightly at Manila 
and inoving irregularly at Foochow and 
Amoy. To-day moderate but variable winds 
prevail along the coast. A high barometer 
prevails over Japan and Vladivostock with 
a strong BWV. breeze at the latter place, 
and probably a gale over Northern Japan, 
The weather remains unsettled at Shang 
—On Sunday it read as follows : The 
meter has been falling since yesterday after- 
noon ; it appears that alow barometric pres- 
sure existing in the N.W, will pass north of 
Lewmar going eastward. Then the wind 
will shift round by the S. to the W. and 

Fresh breezes from N.W. with rain 
are probable. A S, 


























rreeze along the const 
will be followed by N.W. wind. A gale is 
probable in the north.—On Monday the 
report was: The barometer was rising 
yesterday at the southern station while it 
was very quickly falling at Sicawei. It 
remained low from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; but 
then rose very quickly (half an inch from 6 
p.m. to 9 am.). The gale will reach 
Nagasaki this afternoou. Cold and dry 
weather is probable at Shanghai and fresh 
breeze from N. all along the coast. At 
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11.80 a.m, a gale was raging over the ! 
north of the Japan sea.—On Tuesday it 
read ag follows: The barometer remains 
high at Sicawei ; it was rising at the south- ; 
ern ports on Monday, and falling very | 
rapidly at Tokio and’ Viadivostock, the ! 
former reading 29.34 at 2 p.m. with strong 
S.W. breeze, and the latter 29.36 at 9 p.m. 
with N.W. ‘wind, force 10. A gale was! 
raging in theNorth ofJapan. Notwithstand- | 
ing overcast sky and passing showers, fine | 
weather may be expected here. A moderate | 
NE, breece is probable along the S. coast 
— According to Wednesday's weather report, 
the barometer on the previous day was high 
all along the China coast and was rising | 
quickly at Tokio and Vladivostock. Ithad | 
heen falling at Sicawei since Monday night. 
‘The weather will be warmer, and moderate 
winds from E. probable along the coast.— 
‘At 10 a.m, yesterday it read as follows : 
‘The barometer is above the average height, 
Dut is falling very slowly at the coast 
stations. On Wednesday, the wind was N.E. 
at Foochow and Gutzlatf, E. at Hongkong, 
and everywhere moderate. 

‘The summer weather on Suriday, the 
thermometer reaching 83° in the shade, 
was broken up by a thunderstorm at 9 p.m. 
during which the rainfall was 1.32 inche 
The wind shifted to the north, and the 
Darometer rose-ysths of an inch before 
lpm. 

In 1884 we had a wet autunm, there 
being 13 wet days in October and 14 in 
November, but the rain was not so continu- 
ous as it has been this year. 

‘On Sunday the Spanish Consul at Shang- 
hai received a telegram from Count de 
Llorente, third Secretary of Legation, in- 
forming him of the death, which took place 
on the 17th, of Sefior Don Luis C. de Onis, 
Secretary of Legation and Spanish ‘chargé 
affaires ut Peking. ‘The deceased diplo- 
matist, who was about seventy years of age, 
had been: ifl for some time.” As will be 
neon from our report in another column, 
Sefior de Onis’ death has caused a delay in 
the nogotiations between the Spanish and 
British authorities with regard to the trial 
of the Manila man Bernado, who is accused 
of the manslaughter of Captain O'Brien. 

‘The flags of the Consulates, men-of-war, 
and some of the steamers were at half-mast 
on Tuesday only owing to the death of 
the King of Portugal. We believe ofticiat 
etiquette, according to recent arrangements, 
only calls for the half-masting of all official 
flags for one day on the death of a crowned 
head or high official, though the flag of the 
Consulaté of the Power concerned may 
remain at hali-mast according to the in- 
clination of the particular Consul. 

His Excellency Mr. Otori, the new 
Japanese Minister to Peking, arrived here 
‘on Monday by the Saikio Muru from Japan. 

"Admiral Sit Nowell Salmon, K.C.B., 
the Alacrity, arrived at Woosung on Mon- 
day, arcd was saicted by the Chinese fleet. 

_ Some six pr seven vessels of the British 
fleet were’ at Nagasaki on Saturda; 

“Admiral Salmon has gone up the Yangtze 
in'the Alaerity from Woosung, and is ex 
pected back in Shanghai at the end of this 
month. The Expoir returned to Shanghai 
on Monday. 

‘We notice that Mr. Ferdinand Rinkel, 
the Director of the new German Bank, and 
his office staff are passengers by the Sachsen, | 
which is due here on the 8th proximo, | 

Euhlow’s announces that Dr. Jud. Gru- 
nenwald, a member of the Chinese Class in 
the Oriental Seminary, Berlin, is being | 
sent to Peking this month as student inter- 
preter in the German Legation there. | 

‘Mr. H. J. Meade, the senior Chief Tide- 
surveyor in the Customs service, left here 
on Sunday in the Orestes on sick leave. 

‘Chang-ping and Chang-mou, two younger 
aons of H.E. Chang Chih-tung, passed for 
the M. A. degree at Peking last month. 

‘Reports have reached Shanghai that Liu 
Ming-chuan’s arsenal and gunpowder 
factory at Taipei-fu, which is a short 
distance from Twatutia, the commercial 


















































settlement of which Tamsui is-the port, 
have been destroyed-by an explosion of 
gunpowder. We are glad to know that 
news has been received that no foreigners 
nown in Shanghai were injured by the 
explosion. 

We are glad to hear from Ningpo that 
the'state of the crops round there is not 
quite so bad as was feared. If the rains 
cease, half of the late rice will be saved. 
‘According to the Chinese at Ningpo such 
a season as this has not been known since 
1845 or so. 

There is not much more information from 
Formosa in connection with the explosion 
at the Arsenal situated some ten miles from 
Tamsui, and with which Herr von Butler is 
connected. The fire broke out at about 
10 o'clock last Saturday night and did 
considerable damage, at least one native 
being killed. Thieves accepted the occasion 
to help themselves, and stole Tis. 2,000. 
The Chinese Director, Mr. Chang, was 
absent at the time, and the natives attri- 
bute the accident in some way to the firing 
of guns at target practice. 

At the meeting of members of No, 3Co., 
S.V.C., held on Friday evening at the 
Municipal Board-room, the First Lieutenant 
Lanning was unanimously elected Captain 
of the Company, Second’Lieutenant Gilby 
First Lieutenant, and Sergeant Bowman 
Second Lieutenant. 

‘One of the men who committed the recent 
burglary at Messrs Mackenzie & Co's store 
has been arrested. He is an old coolie 
who had been discharged some two months 
ago. 

Sire was discovered in the Rue Hué on 
‘Tuesday midnight resulting in the destruc- 
tion of ten houses. ‘The firemen were early 
on the spot, and soon afterwards the roofs 
of the houses fell in, giving the firemen an 
gpportunity of playing six streams on the 
flames. All danger was over by one o'clock, 
but the firemen did not leave till some time 
after. As is usually the case the flames 
burst forth from an empty house. 

The Statistical Department of the 
Customs have sent us a copy of IL—Special 
Series: No. 14. Opium Trade: March 
Quarter, 1889 ; being the replies from the 
Commissioners at twenty ports to acireular 
from the I. G., asking for information as 
to the falling-off in the deliveries of opium 
in the March quarter of 1889 as compared 
with 1888, ay 

The native rice dealers either taking 
advantage or fearing a scarcity of grain 
owing to the present ruined state of the 
crops in the vicinity of. Shanghai, have 
raised the price of rice, so that now a 
picul costs $2 more than it did at the same 
time last year. 

On Monday night one of the crew of the 
Siamese barque Fortune fell overboard and 
was drowned. 

‘There are stanchions on the pontoons for 
the convenience of people landing or going 
afloat. These stanchions are of no advantage 
Decause the sampanmen waiting for hire 
fasten their boats in front of them so that a 
person landing cannot reach them. The 
police, who visit the pontoons regularly, 
ought to see-to this: 

the Associated Wharves’ former upper 
buoy is now placed in the 7th section on 
the Pootung side and is called the lower 
buoy, while the old lower buoy is now 
called the upper one. 

‘The water continues to fall at Hankow, 
and on the 16th instant the watermark was 
47 ft. 10 inches. 

On the 17th instant the Haukow water- 
marks registered 47 feet 2 inches, The 
water was falling 2 inches daily." In con- 
sequence of this the Kiangfoo which was 
detained at Hankow has returned to Shang- 


Chief engineer Wylie, of the Netchwang, 
was the defendant in a summons for assault 
heard at the British Police Court on Satur- 
day on the complaint of the Chinese boat- 
swaip of the steamer. It was shown, how- 
ever, that the complainant had used insult- 
































ing language towards the defendant, and 
that he had persisted in annoying the latter 
after having been warned not to do xo. 
Under these circumstances, the Assistant 
Judge dismissed the summons. 

At the British Police Court on Tuesday, 
a Sikh watchman employed at a-Chinese 
theatre in the Wuhu Road was summoned 
for assaulting a Chinese coolie attached to 
one of the police stations. It seemed that the 
complainant had been sent to the theatre 
with a message to a native detective who 
was thought to be there, aud was furnished 
with & letter stating the nature of his 
errand. He ‘was allowed to enter tho 
lower part of the theatre to look about, but 
when he attempted toascend the ladder he 
was stopped by a Chinese constable and 
by the Sikh, who, as he alleged, violently 
dragged him out of the theatre, kicked 
him, struck him four or five times with his 
stick, and then took him to the police 
station. On the other side it was stated 
that the native constable interfered only. 
because complainant would not tell him 
for whom he was looking, and did not 
show the letter which he carried; and 
that when the Sikh, who saw com- 
plainant attempting to force his way 
upstairs, tried to turn hit out, the coolie 
tore his beard and pulled off his turban— 
the latter a gross insult, according to Sikh 
notions. The Chief Justice eventually came 
to the conclusion that there had been undue 
violence used, and that the stories of the 
Chinese constable and the Sikh varied in 
several particulars. The complainant, how- 
ever, ought not to have resisted the con- 
stituted authorities as he had done, but. 
wuld have submitted to be turned’ out, 
and should have then made his complaint. 
He (the-Chief Justice) should mark his 
sense of the undue violence which had beer 
used by inflicting a fine of $5. + 

‘The police are gradually recovering the 
men whio escaped from the chain-gang ‘some 
time ago, and as they are captured they are 
taken to the Mixed Court and sentenced 
to an extra term of imprisonment. On 
Saturday a runaway was before the Court- 
and sentenced to three months’ additional - 
imprisonment. He was found at Sungkiang 
by some runners, along with two others, 
but as the Sungkiang rutmers did-not know 
which of ‘the three was ‘wanted’ they 
brought them all. Two beggars who had 
stolen articles valued at five dollars were 
tenced to be bambooed, one to receive 
100 blows, and the other 50. 

Atthe Mixed Court on Monday, a native 
was sentenced to three weeks’ imprison- 
ment for stealing @ watch and chain and 
other valuables from a house in Tiendong 
Road, Another, who stole a set of harness 
from Dr. Pichon, was sent to the French 
Mixed Court. A thief got into the cabin 
of the chief officer of the Pathan and took 
several articles, but was caught and 
sentenced to one week's imprisonment, 
For stealing four fire-bricks a thief got 
three weeks’ imprisonment, while a second. 
hand shop keeper who received the brick: 
and had other stolen property in his posses- 
sion was ordered to be deported. 

The Strikes at the London Docks have 
affected other places besides, and a large 
order that was to have been executed for 
Shanghai could not be filled in time, so 
that the contractor will probably suffer a 
heavy loss. 

The Foochow Echo says:—The trouble 
amiongst the teamen is increasing as the 
season draws to a close. We hear this 
week of five of these ruined men taking 
refuge in Kushan Monastery, with the in- 
tention of spending the remainder of their 
lives there in preference to returning to 
the country to meet their creditors. These 
men are reported to have possessed consi- 
derable property in houses and paddy 
fields at the commencement of this season 
as well as many thousand of dollars, but 
all has been lost in the disastrous times 
they have lately passed through. Another 
sad case is reported of a Yengping man 
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parting with his last chop of tea at Tis. 15 
which had cost him Tis. 35; he committed 
suicide the same night by swallowing opium. 
We also hear on good authority that a 
great many of the teamen have disappeared 
altogether, leaving the last of their teas 
unrealised in the hands of the Hong men, 
fearing to face the end. We have made 
mention before of the rumoured difticulties 
of some of the Hong men, aud there is now 
no doubt that several must break. Such 
disastrous end to a tea season was never 
‘known since the trade was established. 

The Hongkong papers report the death 
of Mr, Ng Yung, head compradore of 
‘Messrs, Butterfield and Swire there. The 
deceused is said to have left a large fortune. 

New companies are not got alloat easily 
in Hongkong now. The shares of tho 
‘Hongsy Lime and Cement Works, Limited, 
were fully applied for, but the amount paid 
in was so small that the directors have 
determined not to proceed to allotment. 

The Hongkong Telegraph announces that 
a new river steamer, the Six Fat Shan, is 
boing shipped, in pieces this month to the 
colony. She belongs to a wealthy native 
syndicate in Canton and is to run opposi- 
tion on the Canton river. 

‘The Hongkong papers brought by the 
mail are to the 15th instant. A. telegram 
had been received stating that the Ardgay 
had been successfully floated und would 
proceed at once to Tourane. tatutory 
meeting of the Chinese Amusements Syndi- 
cate, La., had been held, and the Chair- 
man, Mr, R. Fraser Smith, announced 
that'the grounds at Bowrington would be 
opened on Weduesday. It is stated that 
the lost books of Euclid have been found 
at Jeypore in a Sanscrit translation. A 
young man named Moss, recently in prison 
for robbing a Japanese woman on board a 
steamer, was arrested on the 14th for 
breaking into the house of the Italian 
Consul and stealing a sum of $1,000, which 
was found on him, ‘The Telegraph says 
that ‘the Kiangpiau has been purchased 
for the express purpose of running on the 
Canton river, and shewing Belilios, Butter- 
field, Swire & Co., that 
little lower than the ‘gods. 

We received on Weduesday Hongkon; 
papers to the 18th inst. The Canton ha 
reported the death, during the voyage from 
Shanghai, of a passenger, Mr. Seth, brother 
of the Hongkong Clerk 'of Councils.—Mr. 
T, Mons was brought before Mr. E. Robin- 
aon on the 16th, charged with stealing $975 
from the Italian Consul, and was remanded. 
—On the 16th there were fortunately very 

at the police-court, the bad wea- 
ing kept the criminal classes in- 
doors, which, says the Daily Press, shows 
how Providence tempers the wind’ to the 
shorn lamb, as Mr. Robinson was detained 
over at Kowloon by the typhoon. —The case 
of Brandt v. Samuel was heard beforo Mr. 
A. G. Wise, Acting Puisne Judge, on the 
16th, Mr. Brandt claiming $75, which Mr. 
Samuel had, he said, improperly deducted 
as brokerage. His Lordship reserved judg- 
ment.—In the typhoon on the night of the 
16th twelve large and eleven small junks 
and twenty-two sampans were 
wrecked on the Praya at Yaumati. 
mentioned that the French Resident at 
Haiduong in Tongking had challenged DI. 
de Cuers, editor of the Courrier d' Haiphong, 
toaduel, but the latter's friends referred 
the aggrieved official to the law courts.— 
‘The Supreme Court in Hongkong has con- 
firmed the resolution for the reduction of 
the capital of the Hongkong and Kowloon 
Wharf and Godown Company, Limited 
and Reduced, and in exchange for each ex- 
isting scrip for $100, each shareholder was 
to be paid on the 18th the sum of $41.17 
in cash, a new scrip of the paid-up value of 
‘850, and a fractional certificate for $8.83. 

Wo learn from the Rising Sun that 
two new coal mines, the ‘‘Nanazuta” and 
“Shinnew” mines, are now being worked 
in the province of Chikuzen, and are turn- 
ing out 200 tons a day of coal nearly equal 
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to Takasima. More machinery is being 
put up, and it is believed that in a few 
months the coal, the supply of which is 
practically inexhaustible, will be brought 
to Nagasaki at the rate of 1,000 tons a day. 
Meanwhile the working of the Yayeyama 
coal mine in Okinawa Ken is reported to 
have been stopped by the owners, the 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, in consequence of 
the unhealthiness of the climate. 

The Rising Sun says that, “ according to 
the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, Messrs. Hunter 
and Company, of Kobe, have taken the 
lead in promoting an association to be 





The capital is stated to be a million yen, 
aud the object of the enterprise is to under- 
take the carriage of merchandise and pas- 
sengers between Japan and foreign coun- 
tries. Our Tokio contemporary asserts 
that, according to report, the shares of the 
company have been fully subscribed by 
foreigners, and that Mr. Hunter himself 
will shortly proceed to England to effect 
the purchase of ships. It is expected that 
the company will commence operations next 
spring. 

‘The Hiogo News says:—Tho manner in 
which the Kobe Yeakin Nigpo blowous 
forth when touching on railway matters is 
refreshing. It was only the other day we 
published its unique explanation of the 
railway accident at Numadzu. In yester- 
day’s issue we found an account of another 

i lent which is equally refreshing. 
—On Sunday last at about 7 
e up and down trains were due 
on the Sanyo Railway 
the down train should take the mai 
while the up train should wait in 
But the i the main line 




















of the engine-driver it 
train, which was then at a standstill, to the 
great astonishment of the station master 
and all the other officers. ‘The officer who 
mistook his proper way will be severely 
Punished, ho 

n reading about politics in Japan we 
often come across Séshi without knowin, 
precisely who they are. The Japan Ma 
thus explains them :—The Séshi are among 
the results of suddenly adopting a ci 
tion that throws the old generation into 
the ‘They are lads who, wit! 
out sufficient ability to make sterling capi- 
tal out of their education, are nevertheless 
convinced of their competence to have a 
voice in affairs of State, and persuaded 
that their elders lack attainments justify- 
ing the prominent positions they occupy, 
They do not respect the laws, because they 
deem themselves superior ‘to both the 
legielators and the administrators of the 
last generation, and they have learned 
just enough of’ Western philosophy to be 
confused about the distinction between 
liberty and licence. Scum thrown to the 
surface of society in the upheaval of the 
past twenty years, they will be brushed 
aside before they ‘find time to inflict any 
Tasting di onanation which has never 
shown itself tolerant of deformities under 
any circumstances. 

re have news from Yokohama 

Saikio Maru to tl i 
between a locomotive and some empty cai 
ages that were being shunted occurred at 
the Tokio terminus of the Tokio-Yokohama 
railway on the 9th. ‘Three of the carriages 
were overturned, but sustained very trifing 
damage.—The autumn meeting of the Kiodo 
| Keiba Kaisha is fixed foz Saturday, the 9th, 
| and Sunday, the 10th November.—Mr. J. 
| H. Hallinan, mate of the schooner Nemo, 
who was found guilty of unlawfully wound- 
| ing one of the crew, having withdrawn his 
motion for arrestof judgment, was sentenced 
on the 10th by Judge Jamieson to be im- 
prisoned for six months and to pay the costs 
of the prosecution.—The Afail now allows 
that ‘the long-expected changes in the 
Cabinet grow more and more imminent,” 
and it is evident that differences of opinion 
on Treaty Revision are at the bottom of 
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called the Japan Steamship Company. | 





these changes, of Count Ito’s resignation, 
and of the attempt to assassinate Count 
Okuma.—There was a serious earthquake 
at Yokohama on the 13th.—The compila- 
tion of the Japanese Commercial Code was 
commenced seventeen years ago, and it is 
expected that it will soon be promulgated. 
The labour bestowed on it is shewn by the 
fact that it has cost 82 a word.—Another 
earthquake occurred on the 14th.—The 
| Emperor's propcsed trip to Kioto is post- 
| poned, no reason being assigned. 

The Otsu correspondent of the Hidgo 
Nercs tells the following story, which con- 
tains a valuable lesson in art :—I heard a 
good story the other day of Okyo, the 
celebrated artist who for a long time re- 
ided at Miidera, and whose works are so 
much prized in this part of Japan, I 
give it here:—In the year of Temmei there 
was born in Kyoto ‘an infant, who was 
named Okyo. From childhood he was very 
fond of drawing and painting. Chickens 
and dogs had pecial interest for him, 
and he may be termed the Landseer of 
Japan. After many years of patient work 
he awoke to fame, but yet was not him- 
self satisfied with his ability to his 














animals aud birds from went, 
therefore, to Gion-no-Yas ly, and 
observed’ the chickens that were there. 


For a whole year he did this, and people 
observing him week in and week out looking 
only at chickens thought he had become 
foolish. But, regardless of the coarse re- 
marks that were often levelled at him, 
Okyo studied the birds until he had finished 
a drawing of them on the T'suitate, a screen 
with a single leaf. Then he carried it to 
Gion-no-Yashiro to be seen by th 
Okyo wished to know their criti 
his work, he stationed one of his pupils near 
the picture, with instructions to report 
faithfully whatever was said. One and all 
admired it, and the praise of the great 
master was in every one's mouth. After 
two or three days, however, an old farmer 
came, and, after studying the painting 
attentively, said “ it was beautifully drawn, 
but still was not true to the li Okyo's 
pupil heard the remark and promptly’ in- 
quired where the farmer was living, after 
ich he informed his master of this 
opinion. Okyo immediately repaired to 
 farnmer’s house and asked why the paint- 
ing was not true to nature? The answor 
was that, “although he (the farmer) 
had no knowledge of painting, still he 
had kept chickens for ‘many years, and 
had noticed that their plumage changed 
with the seasons. ‘The plumage on the 
cock,” said he, ‘which you have in your 
picture is that’ of a bird in winter, but 
the grass in the picture has the smiling 
appearance that grass only has in summer, 
jerefore I knew that your picture was not 
true to nature.” Okyo thanked the farmer 
for his valuable criticism, and subsequently 
it was his most earnest study of even the 
smallest details of his drawings that made 
any work from his brush of almost fabulous 
value. 
‘A Selangor correspondent, under date of 
Ist October, writes to the Straits Times :— 
We are trying to get up a syndicate 
locally to buy the Rawang Mines. I hear 
the scene of desolation there is heartrend- 
ing. The water is rising, and on Monday 
it was up to the wheels of the pumping 
engine. The bangeals are falling down. 
‘The Klings have grubbed up all the vege- 
tables out of the Chinamen’s gardens. 
Half the bazaar is closed, and there are 
seven hundred men out of work in Serendah 
—the rowdiest spot in the State.” 
The export of beer from Germany 
year to the end of July is one-thi 
than med best to the same date, which is 
attributed to the heavy duties on barley 
and malt. It appears that the German 
barley crop this year is unfit for the produc- 
tion of export beer, and the duty on foreign 
barley and malt raises the cost of beer by 
about 124 per cent. This is one of the 
benefits of Protection. 
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Pliscellaneous Articles. 





THE REPORTS ON THE GARDEN 
BRIDGE. 


18th Oct. 
‘Tue long-looked for reports on the 
Garden Bridge have appeared at last. 
hey were sent round by post to the 
ratepayers yesterday, and are reprinted 
in owr columns to-day, and it is to 
be hoped that a perusal of them will 
enable the meeting to decide on 
Wednesday morning whether Shanghai 
shall have a new bridge or not. It 
would, of course, have been very much 
easier to come to a decision if the five 
gentlemen appointed to survey the 
present imucteabused structure had 
consented to make a joint report. 
This they were unable to do, and 
the knowledge of this has led us to 
believe that they differed much more 
widely than they actually do. As to 
the condition of the bridge, they answer 
with more or less detail ; two of them 
make it fairly good, two very much 
decayed, while Mr. Morris comprehen- 
sively states that it is “defective in 
construction, material and workman- 
ship.” This seems to us a little exag- 
gerated, when we read that it has been 
in usé over sixteen years, and has only 
cost. in repairs, on the average, some- 
thing less than Tls. 400 a year. As to 
whether it will last, if repaired, at least 
five years, the answer is a unanimous 
afiirmative; it is unnecessary to go 
into the details of the repairs proposed, 
and we come to their cost, which varies 
from Tis. 5,000 to ‘T's. 8,000, the 
average being something under Ns. 
7,000. Further details follow as to 
the steps to be taken to improve the 
gradient of the bridge, the cost 
of doing which is variously estimated at 
from 'I'ls. 1,000 to 'Tls. 2,500, the aver- 
age being 'T'ls. 2,000. ‘The first serious 
discrepancy is on the question whe- 
ther it is advisable to repair the bridge, 
and to this question Messrs, Morris, 
Roberts, and Sonne say Yes, and Messrs. 
Mayne and Prentice No. But they all 
agree that if it is repaired, it will last 
for about eight years more, without 
requiring more than ordinary keeping 


up. 
Mie comes to this, then, that for an 
expenditure of not more than Ts. 
10,000 we can have what will be as 
gvod as a new bridge j—* stronger than 
it was when new,” Captain Roberts says, 
—which will last eight years, and we 
should not be surprised if it will see 
out the century ; and we do not under- 
stand how, except from an esthetic 
joint of view, Mr. Mayne and Mr. 
rentice can say that this is not worth 
doing. ‘The sum we mention includes, 
it must not be forgotten, a great im- 
ovement in the gradient of the bridge. 
‘his.sum is not more than eighteen 
months’ interest on the cost of an en- 
tirely new bridge; so that as has been 
pointed out, by repairing this bridge, 
we should save in eight years at least 
a third of the cost of the new bridge. 








We are not arguing for or against a 
new bridge, we are merely endeavouring 
to point out some of the considerations 
that will influence the decision on 
Wednesday. ‘These reports practically 
bring the new bridge down from a ne- 
cessity to a luxury. We do not contem- 
plate the least difficulty in raising the 
money for a new bridge; or in paying 
the interest on the sum raised, if the 
ratepayers decide that itis desirable to 
build it. It will, it is to be hoped, add 
to the beanty of Shanghai as seen from 
the river, and be another evidence that 
we are here to stay. In this brief no- 
tice we have not, it will be seen, gone 
critically into the five reports ; we have 
merely intended to make such a sum- 
mary of them as the Council would no 
doubt have done, had time permitted. 





THE TELEGRAPH CONVENTION. 

Ist Oct. 
Ir is gratifying to know that, as the 
following telegram from Colonel Denby 
shews, the protest of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Chambers of Commerce was 
not altogether too late :-— 

“ Peking, 17th Oct., 1889, 11.30 a.m. 
Chamber of Commerce, Shanghai. I 
have circulated your telegram for the in- 
formation of my colleagues. Understand 
telegraph convention not yet ratified. 
As Minister of the United States have 
asked Yamén to await protest. Dexsy.” 

‘The article we print in another column 
from a well-informed source gives full 
particulars of the strenuous attempt that 
is being made to bind the foreign com- 
munities in the $2 fetters, and take away 
China’s independence ; and the unexpect- 
ed return from Hongkong of the Manager 
ike ee the Eastern Extension 

‘elegraph Company is no doubt con- 
nected with the fortunate delay in the 
ratification of the Convention. ‘This 
delay, we are informed, arose through a 
change at the last moment in the terms 
as to the time of building the Chinese 
line to Kiachta, and this gave the 
‘Tsungli Yamén a door to through. 
The change was that the Kiachta line 
should be built within five years instead 
of after five years. The whole use of 
the Kiachta line, however, to all except 
Russian subjects, depends on the Con- 
vention. If that is ratified, and the 
rate of $2 a word maintained, but few 
messages will be sent by Kiachta ; but 
if China preserves her independence, 
builds the line, and joins the Inter- 
natioual Convention, we shall have tele- 
graphic rates down to $1 a word, and 
the Chinese will get a fair share of the 
traffic. 

There is one stipulation in the new 
Convention which is perhaps hardly 
understood generally, and which ought 
to have decided all the foreign ministers, 
except M. Coumany, to oppose it as a 
district breach of the most-favoured- 
nation clause in their treaties, Messages 
to all other countries but Russia pass- 
ing over the Chinese line to Kiachta 
are to pay Chiua five francs a word, 
while messages to Russia are ouly 








to pay to francs. We should hardly 
have expected to find an English Com- 
pany and an English Minister support- 
ing such a stipulation as this. This is 
a direct premium of three francs & 
word to Russian trade, and would quite 
explain, if there were no othet con- 
siderations, M. Coumany's anxiety to 
get the Convention ratified. By’ the 
most-favoured-nation clause in the 
various treaties with Chiua, privileges 
granted to one nation may be claimed 
by every other, so that if the Foreign 
Ministers generally do their duty, they 
will claim a reduction of three francs a 
word when, if ever, the Convention is 
ratified. It is obviously unfair to make 
an American or British’ or German mer- 
chant pay five francs a word on his 
message, when his Russian competitor 
only pays two; and the Chambers of 
Commercecan appeal to the International 
Convention ageinst this preference. It 
is easy to understand why the Telegraph 
Companies have endeavoured to throw 
so much mystery over their negotiations, 
and have only promised to publish the 
Convention after it has been ratified. 
People whose objects are unimpeachable 
are not so anxious to prevent the world 
knowing what they are doing. Memi- 
while the Convention is not ratified yet, 
and it would be well for the Chauber 
of Commerce here to telegraph to'the 
Chamber in London, as the Hougkong 
Chamber did to this, and enlist its cou- 
currence in the opposition. One thing 
they may rely ou, that the information 
we have been able to collect on the 
subject is thoroughly trustworthy. 





THE CHINESE ORIGIN OF 
WESTERN SCIENCE.—I. 
22nd Oct. 
A conceIteD man whose self-love is 
recovering from its first rude shock is a 
spectacle in which a philosopher of the 
Chelsea school would take a grim 
delight. For centuries the Chinese 
student had been sedulously taught 
that his native literature was all-suffic- 
ing and that he had nothing to learn 
from barbarians ; then came Schaal and 
Ricci and showed him that he could 
not even calculate aright the phases of 
the moon, on which the Imperial 
Calendar and the good luck of the whole. 
Empire depended. He recovered from . 
this blow (for it must have been a blow) 
and—Ricci’s successors being by then 
expelled the Empire—we found fim at 
the close of the reign of Taokuang as 
superciliously contemptuous of all west- 
ern methods and ideas as he had been 
in the blooming days of the Sung and 
"Mang philosophies. Time went on and 
his rulers came to the reluctant concln- 
sion that though westerners were of 
course, as compared with the black- 
haired folk, rank barbarians, they had 
nevertheless a way of manufacturing 
engines of war which if not ad- 
mirable was eminently practical. They 
were told that this way depended 
upon “western science,” and that not 
even achwang yiian, or Senior Wrangler 
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